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Abstract: The National Zero Waste Conference 2024 brings together industry leaders, advocates,
and policymakers committed to advancing waste reduction initiatives. This paper explores the
expertise and perspectives of five key figures: Stephanie Barger (TRUE Zero Waste), Jamala Djinn
(Break Free From Plastic), Dan Fritschen (Waste Free 23), Bianca Lopez (Valley Improvement
Projects), and Vanessa Rogier (The Trash Punx). Their work collectively emphasizes the importance
of collaboration across industries, communities, and governments to drive the systemic changes
required to achieve zero waste. Through certifications, grassroots mobilization, corporate
engagement, and innovative strategies, these leaders demonstrate actionable steps towards a
sustainable, waste-free future.

Introduction: As environmental concerns escalate, the movement towards zero waste has gained
unprecedented momentum. Global consumption patterns, fueled by resource-intensive industries
and widespread plastic use, have created a critical need for sustainable alternatives. The National
Zero Waste Conference 2024 presents an opportunity to discuss multifaceted approaches to waste
reduction, focusing on strategies that span corporate responsibility, community action, and
regulatory frameworks. This paper analyzes the contributions of five prominent leaders in the zero-
waste sector, highlighting their roles in shaping the future of sustainability.

1. Stephanie Barger: Advocating Corporate Sustainability Through TRUE Zero Waste
Certification Stephanie Barger stands as a leading authority in the zero-waste movement,
particularly in her efforts to certify businesses through TRUE (Total Resource Use and Efficiency).
TRUE certification, designed to optimize resource use and eliminate waste, is a robust tool for
organizations seeking to minimize their environmental footprint. Barger’s work emphasizes the
need for sustainable practices across diverse industries, advocating for measurable outcomes in
waste reduction, resource conservation, and landfill diversion.

TRUE Zero Waste certification pushes beyond recycling by addressing the root causes of waste
creation. In her keynote, Barger will likely discuss best practices for reducing industrial waste,



sharing examples of organizations that have successfully achieved zero waste and the resulting
benefits, such as reduced operational costs and enhanced corporate reputation.

2. Jamala Djinn: A Global Push to Break Free From Plastic Plastic pollution remains one of the
most pressing environmental issues of the 21st century, and Jamala Djinn is at the forefront of
efforts to eliminate single-use plastics through the Break Free From Plastic movement. This global
initiative targets both production and pollution by advocating for corporate responsibility and
systemic policy changes.

Djinn's approach focuses on mobilizing communities and influencing legislative action to shift
away from plastic reliance. Her keynote will likely provide insights into innovative alternatives to
plastic, highlighting initiatives that encourage a circular economy. By underscoring the
responsibility of manufacturers to design out waste, Djinn's work aligns with global efforts to
transition towards a zero-plastic future.

3. Dan Fritschen: Achieving Circularity with Waste Free 23 Dan Fritschen’s Waste Free 23
initiative is focused on diverting waste from landfills by promoting the circular economy. As
organizations grapple with the logistical and financial challenges of waste management,
Fritschen’s leadership provides practical solutions for overcoming these barriers. Waste Free 23
emphasizes collaboration between government, industry, and communities, making circularity not
only a possibility but a priority.

In his address, Fritschen will likely discuss the achievements of the Waste Free 23 initiative to date,
addressing the role of policy frameworks, corporate responsibility, and grassroots action in
reaching the waste-free target. His focus on scaling up waste diversion solutions will be pivotal for
industries seeking to meet the ambitious zero-waste goals outlined by the conference.

4. Bianca Lopez: Community-Led Zero-Waste Solutions Bianca Lopez, through Valley
Improvement Projects, underscores the importance of environmental justice in the zero-waste
movement. Her efforts focus on underserved communities, which often face disproportionate
environmental burdens. Lopez advocates for equitable waste management systems and resources
to ensure these communities have the tools needed to adopt zero-waste practices.

Lopez’s grassroots approach will be reflected in her discussion of how local organizations and
community-driven initiatives can promote environmental health. She will likely highlight how
integrating zero-waste principles into community planning can lead to improved resource
distribution and heightened environmental awareness.

5. Vanessa Rogier: Urban Solutions with The Trash Punx Urban areas are notorious for their
waste challenges, and Vanessa Rogier’s work with The Trash Punx seeks to address these issues
through creative and engaging community solutions. Her organization focuses on urban clean-up
events, educational programs, and awareness campaigns that inspire community action.

In her presentation, Rogier will showcase the success of these initiatives in reducing urban waste
and promoting collective responsibility for a cleaner environment. By drawing attention to the direct
impact of trash on local communities, Rogier’s work illustrates the power of grassroots engagement
in achieving zero-waste goals.



Discussion: Cross-Sector Collaboration for Zero Waste The speakers at the National Zero Waste
Conference 2024 represent diverse sectors, from corporate initiatives to grassroots movements,
each bringing unique perspectives on achieving zero waste. What binds these efforts is the
recognition that waste reduction requires a multifaceted approach that includes policy reform,
corporate action, and community engagement. By combining the top-down approach of TRUE Zero
Waste with the bottom-up strategies of Break Free From Plastic and The Trash Punx, a
comprehensive framework for zero-waste solutions emerges.

The shift toward a circular economy is a recurring theme, with Fritschen’s Waste Free 23 campaign
pushing the boundaries of what can be achieved through cross-sector collaboration. Meanwhile,
Lopez’s focus on environmental justice underscores the importance of equitable access to zero-
waste solutions for marginalized communities. Together, these approaches reflect a collective
movement towards a future where waste is minimized, and resources are used efficiently.

Conclusion: The National Zero Waste Conference 2024 offers a platform for advancing the zero-
waste agenda by drawing on the expertise of thought leaders such as Stephanie Barger, Jamala
Djinn, Dan Fritschen, Bianca Lopez, and Vanessa Rogier. Through their combined efforts, the
movement towards a zero-waste future gains momentum, providing clear pathways for businesses,
communities, and policymakers to achieve sustainable outcomes. By fostering collaboration and
driving systemic change, the zero-waste movement stands poised to transform industries and
communities alike, creating a more sustainable world for future generations.
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